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in its mature stages, to patronise his own quarrel. His own
I call it, because he first pressed its strongest points ; because
he first kindled it into a public feud; and because, by his
own revisal of the Homeric text, he gave to the world,
simultaneously with his doubts, the very strongest credentials
of his right to utter doubts. And the public, during the
interval of half-a-century which has succeeded to his first
opening of the case, have viewed the question as so exclusively
his that it is generally known under the name of the Wolfian
hypothesis. All this is so natural that it is almost fair:
that rebel who heads the mob of insurgents is rightly viewed
as the father of the insurrection, whether partially disowning
it of not. Yet still, in the rigour of justice, we must not
overlook the earlier conspirators. Not to speak here of more
ancient sceptics, it is certain that in modern times Bentley,
something more than one hundred and sixty years back, with
his usual divinity of eye, saw the opening for doubts.
Already in the year 1689, when he was a young man fresh
from college, Bentley gave utterance to several of those
particular scruples which a later generation called by the
too exclusive name of " Wolfian" And, indeed, had he done
nothing more than call attention to the digamma, as applied
to the text of Homer, he could not have escaped feeling and
communicating these scruples. To a man who was one day
speaking of some supposed hiatus in the " Iliad," Bentley,
from whom courtesy flowed as naturally as " milk from a
male tiger," called out, "Hiatus, man! Hiatus in your
throat ! There is no such thing in Homer.3* And, when
the other had timidly submitted to him such cases as ^ueyct
etTTCov or KaXa lyoya, or fjLeXirjBea olvov, Bentley showed him
that, unless where the final syllable of the prior word hap-
pened to be in arsi (as suppose in n^A^taSeco 'A^tA^os),
universally the hiatus had not existed to the ears of Homer,
And why 1 Because it was cured by the interposition of the
digamma: " Apud Homerum saspe mdetur hiatus esse, ubi
prisca littera digamma explebat intermedium spatium." [In
Homer there often seems to be a hiatus, where in fact that
ancient letter the digamma filled up the intermediate space.]
Thus /^AtTjSea oii/ov in Homer's age was /zeAt^Sea Fcui/ov;
from which jEolic form of otvos (the Greek word for wine) is